
 

Post-Draft Interview  
 Assistant General Manager Michael Fischer, Head Coach Derek Fisher, 

and draftee Beatrice Mompremier 
 
 
Michael’s Opening Statement: 
“All I can say is the first word out of my mouth is wow! We got three players that are first 
round talent. We had everybody so high on the board, and I could not be excited to see all the 

talent that I have brought on this team. Everybody knows how amazing Beatrice Mompremier 
is. She is 6’4-6’5, long arms,and runs the floor so well. I believe she just dropped because she 
had an injury. Otherwise, everybody knows how talented Mompremier is. She will continue to 
be a great player in the WNBA, especially for the Sparks, it’s just that she had an injury. I could 
see how important she was for Miami. Once she went down, the team struggled. That shows 
how important Beatrice is to a team, and how talented she is. Before she had that injury, this 
year and last year she was one of the top rebounders in the nation. So with the talent she has, 
and the way she gets down the court, Mompremier is full of talent. I couldn't be more excited 
to have a first round talent like her in Los Angeles. She was an unbelievable pick that we got at 

20.  
And then we got Leonie Fiebich from Germany. I think most of you guys might not be familiar 
with her, but she is by far the best international player. She’s been incredible since she was 16 
years old. It’s hard for you to find a 6’4 player who plays on the wing. That is unheard of. You 
might have a player who is on the wing at 5’9, 5’10, 5’11 or maybe 6 foot, but she is 6’4. So 
now two reserves we have from Germany. It's kind of like how we got Vadeeva. It’s gonna take 
her some more time to develop, but like I said, she is another first round talent like we had with 
Vadeeva a couple of years ago. Even though you guys might not be familiar with the name, the 
girl can play. She’s 6’4, she can shoot. She has a deep three-point range from the field, and of 

course she can always post up on everybody so Fiebich was a major steal in the draft, and I 
couldn’’t be more excited to get that. 
And then another steal was Tynice Martin. She was All-conference all four years at West 
Virginia, one of the most athletic guards. When you play for a great school like West Virginia 
and see those players in the draft, I couldn’t ask for more of a perfect draft of more talented 
players, and they will help to make this team great. I am very excited about who we have with 
us here now with the Sparks.” 
 
Derek’s opening remarks: 
“We are excited about the way tonight unfolded. The draft itself was a special draft, even 
though it was virtual the recognition of Alyssa Altobelli and Gianna, and Payton Chester, and the 

Kobe & Gigi Bryant Advocacy Award ,it was a special night regardless of what picks we had in 
this draft. It was gonna be special from that standpoint. As far as the three players and a fourth 
player we invited to camp, we feel like we accomplished the goals that we set out to accomplish 
with this draft in particular. Without first round picks or lottery picks, doing our due diligence, 
making sure we’re prepared to take the right players at the right time. We wanted length, we 
wanted versatility, Mompremier brings us both of things. Her rebounding prowess is something 
that we’re looking forward to in this team’s training camp. Leonie Fiebich is really versatile, a 
really skilled player. She is young, and will have the opportunity to get better and mature over 
the next year or two, but we’re excited about her skill set in terms and what she can do in 

terms of playing multiple positions. Same thing for Tynice Martin. Another thing that we really 
wanted to try to find ways to do in terms of having the roster that we already had going into 



 

the draft, we wanted to bring in players that will respect the names on our roster that we have, 
but they will also come in and  compete for every single possession and every opportunity that 
they get. We feel like all these players, although we’ll talk about Leonie  and the timing of when 
she joins us, but we feel like Beatrice and Tynice and Dominique McBryde, we feel excited 
about having all of those three players joining us in camp when we get started. So we’re 

excited. We had no idea we’d get the chance to have those kinds of talents as late as we did. 
We’re looking forward to getting started when we can do so in a safe and healthy fashion.” 
 
 
Brady Klopfer, SB Nation 
Two questions for Michael. First off I know you both touched on this a little bit, but 
how surprised were you that Mompremier fell to you at 20, she was in the first 
round on pretty much every mock draft, and maybe how much did that change your 
draft strategy going forward, to have someone I’m assuming you were not planning 
on having available. And then second, do you have a timeline for Leonie and when 
you might expect her to be able to come over and play in the WNBA? 
 

Michael: “Very good question. We were very shocked. Honestly she was the top player on the 
board while the draft was going on, and I don’t know why. Obviously those foot injuries, but I 

spoke with the Miami coaches, and she came back before the ACC tournament, and she was 
more than ready to go, it was a complete shock. She was the top player on the board, Coach 
and I were just shocked. “Okay, we’re ready to take her!” Obviously we had both 20 and 22, 
and it was like a Christmas gift in April for us. I mean like wow. Everybody had Mompremier in 
the first round mock draft, and I'm just mind blown. We have a first round talent on our team, 
and we’re excited. To answer the second part of your question, once the league tells us we can 
start bringing players in, we’ll do that. But we’re gonna start with Mompremier right away, and 
get her up with our terminology and make her feel like part of the team so by the time she gets 
to LA, she’s more comfortable and ready to go, so she’s had the chance to really commit with 

our teammates virtually because we’re connecting everybody, so this is too good of a chance to 
know her teammates before she gets to LA.” 

 
Jim Alexander, Southern California News Group: Derek, on a WNBA conference call 
earlier this week Rebecca Lobo was talking about how it’s difficult enough to make 
a roster in the WNBA,maybe the most difficult league for a young player to make a 
roster, and I know the talent you guys have acquired today, but with the talent and 
roster you already have and a number of veterans you have, talk about what kind of 
training camp you can expect,and how difficult it’s gonna be for those young 
players, and what they’re gonna have to do to make that roster. 
 
Derek: “Rebecca’s right on. The WNBA has so few roster spots and only twelve teams, and it is 

a difficult job to gain, and also to keep. You have to be intentional about the players you do 
bring in training camp because I think Michael and I both agree, and it’s part of our philosophy, 
is we want to have a chance to win a championship as often as possible. One of the ways that I 
really believe is important to that is a level of competition that happens right from day one, in 
training camp, in practice, and throughout the season. Often times, those young players are 
hungry for an opportunity to make it, to prove themselves and that they belong, they raise the 
level of everybody else. Going into this draft, we were looking for talent of course, but the type 



 

of players that we felt like had the mental makeup to push our group forward. Everybody 
understands what it means to be in the WNBA, the fact that every situation is not guaranteed, 
but that works both ways. Some of our veteran players also understand the way that works, 
and I think that raises the level of accountability for just about everybody. As a competitor, I 
don't know if you want it any other way. So that’s the way we feel about it, there’s people that 

actually have guarantees that are guarantees. And then there are others that don’t, so we’re 
just going to come into training camp, and see how things work out, but we drafted these 
players to feel like they’re talented enough to be on our roster and then we’ll see how the rest 
pays out.” 
 

Thuc Nhi Nguyen, LA Times: Question for Michael. Obviously being a virtual draft, it 
seems like  everyone was kind of figuring things out as we go. What was this night 
like for you, trying to communicate, and hold the draft, and kind of keep up with 
everything from your house while we were all social distancing, what was that 
process like for you? 
 
Michael: “Yeah it was a very different process, because if we didn’t have this going on, Coach 

and I would've been in the long room in our office with the whole staff, and we would’ve had 
that interaction. So we all had to do everything on a Zoom call, so Coach and I throughout the 
whole draft were listening to the picks coming in, so it was an adjustment. Technology has 
come a long way because I have no idea how they would've done this 30 years ago. We were 
very fortunate to have technology help us through this process, because Coach and I could see 
the board we had, go through our papers and notes and stuff like that. But it was very different 
not because of just what the draft was, but more of the preparation towards the draft 
compared to doing it in person or doing everything remotely. It was a fun experience, and it 
was one I definitely won't forget in the rest of my life.” 
 
Amanda Scurlock, LA Sentinel 

Could you just talk to me a little bit about your selection of getting two guards. 
What was the reasoning behind that, and that goes for both of you all.  

 
Michael: “It was more about talent, it was the talent they had. They are first round talents, and 
we were given a Christmas gift today. Those are the best players on the board. There was a 
separation level. I think all of you guys know how skilled they are, and it’s going to be a very 
competitive camp. I know that people are going to push everybody. This team is gonna be one 
of the strongest, competitive camps we have in our history, because of how much talent we 
have. The draft picks are so good. I do want to say that Fiebich, she won’t be coming over this 
year, so that’s one less guard to worry about for this year. But I know our camp is going to be 
fully competitive.” 
 
Derek: “Yeah to back up what Michael is saying from the guard perspective, we feel like it was 
important in terms of still getting the chance to draft Tynice at 34, and then also bringing in 
Dominique McBryde who is a forward from Arizona, and her versatility. We really feel like she’s 
kind of a wing kind of utility player who you can fly all over the court. So in training camp we 
want to be able to look at a lot of different lineups, and prepare ourselves for the season in the 
right way.” 
 



 

Zac Boyer, The Athletic 
Michael you mentioned Beatrice and her foot injury. If you guys had the chance to 
do more in-person interviews, scouting, medical, all the kind of stuff you get, would 
you have had a better feeling of what really is the shape of everything health wise? 
 

Michael: “Yes. I’ve been in touch with Ashley, one of their assistant coaches. I saw Beatrice in 
person quite a few times, and both Coach Fisher and I got to see her at the ACC tournament. 

So we’ve seen her play quite a few times, and we were just blown away how she separates 
herself from other people on the court. When we watched Miami play, you know she was by far 
the best talent and best player on the floor. I’m just blown away. I know Beatrice is going to 
come back even stronger. It’s sad that a foot injury dropped her, but that’s an advantage for us 
because we ended up with a much better player to help our team. I know that we have the 
best athletic trainers and we’re gonna work with her. I know she’s going to come ready and 
strong to camp. She is a beast, I know she’s gonna push everybody. She’s gonna surprise 
everybody, because she is that good. I know I am beyond excited to have her. Everybody 
bounces back from an injury but an injury should not slow down.” 
 

 

 

John W. Davis, Winsidr 
There was an idea people were thinking like, “it would be great synergy if you were 
able to draft Erica Ogwumike and have three sisters on one team with the LA 
Sparks”. Was there any discussion towards the second round, maybe that 24th pick, 
about drafting Erica? 
 
Michael:  “Erica– oh my goodness– Erica is amazing to watch, she’s a two-time conference USA 
player of the year. The conference USA is like the second best conference in the power 5. And 
you know, Rice making it into the NCAA tournament, that family is so skilled. We looked at 
Erica, obviously she was taken before we had a chance. I’m very happy for Erica and how gifted 
she is. She’s going to do great up in Minnesota, it’ll be fun when we play Minnesota to have all 

those sisters play against each other. They’re not going to take it easy on her, you know? I 
want to congratulate Erica because she’s a two-time conference player of the year, so it’s not 
about what Nneka and Chiney are, but about who Erica is. She totally deserves it, I’m very 
excited for her.” 
 
On Derek’s draft experience the second time around: 
Derek: “The difference, honestly, is in the process. I think since, in a lot of ways, we were 
forced to collaborate in different ways due to social distancing guidelines and the stay-at-home 
orders, as well as not necessarily having the typical way of doing things, Michael, myself, 
coaches, basketball staff, we all really collaborated at a high, high level. Last year, at least in 

my experience– Michael’s much more experienced than I am– accepting the job in December 
and getting up to speed with a number of things, but by and large, having to rely much more 
heavily on Michael and Penny’s thoughts on players and different things we should do– Michael 
was very supportive and open to my input and what I thought about our team and how we 



 

might still be able to find a way to get better– even though we had a roster that was fairly set. 
I think the process [this year] was much more connected and collaborative, and I think that 
enhanced our ability to still have a great night even though we didn’t necessarily have a high 
number in the draft.” 
 
Stacy Paetz, Bleav in Sparks 
Derek you touched on the hungry crop of young talent that’s coming into the league, 

not just trying to make your roster, but looking at the big picture, how excited are 
you looking at this talent in this draft class in terms of watching the WNBA raise the 
level of competition? 
Derek: “That’s a great point. I feel very fortunate to be in the WNBA right now, and a part of it, 
because you do see the evolution accelerating at a high rate. The versatility that these players 
have coming in– the different positions and skills that they have– having a second generation 
now having a second generation now of young girls that have been able to watch the great 
players before them– to watch players on our roster, Candace, Nneka, Kristi Toliver, Seimone 
Augustus– they've had a chance to watch and see themselves in that position and they’re 

taking it too an even higher level. To me, you can feel that energy in the video that you’re 
watching, not only was it a really good senior class, I think the draft was a little more balanced 
than people thought it would be, but when you see the juniors, the sophomores and the 
freshman playing in the NCAA now on the women's side, to me it just makes you really excited 
about where women’s basketball is going. We just can’t wait to get started so we can start 
working with our players and helping them get better and trying to accomplish our goals and 
objectives for this season and going further.” 
 
 
 
 
  

Beatrice Mompremier 
 
Brady Klopfer, SB Nation 
What are your thoughts on joining a team that has so much talent at power forward 
and center positions, where now you’re going to come into training camp and learn 

and play next to Nneka and Chiney Ogwumike and Candace Parker? What’s your 
main emotion where you have people in your position who are kind of legends in the 
league that you’re going to get the chance to learn from on a daily basis? 
Mompremier: “I’m very excited for this moment and this opportunity to get to play with great 
players. I feel like my game can improve a lot and them being by my side everyday in practice 
and working together can help me progress my career.” 
  
Jim Alexander, SCNG 
Did you have any sense coming into this where you might go? Were you looking at 

the list and trying to plot this? Or did you kind of go “okay I’m going to empty my 
mind, and whatever happens, happens? 
Mompremier: “Pretty much empty my mind and let what happens, happen. I feel like I landed 
in a great place and I’m just honored to be here and get an opportunity to show what I can 
bring to the team.” 



 

Follow Up: What was the foot injury and how much did the foot injury tamper you? 
Did it tamper you even after you came back? 
“No, Not really, i just had an acute foot injury. I had to sit out 15 games, and when I got back 
after I recovered, it was as if I didn’t have an injury. I felt great coming back on the court, just 
a little winded from being out of shape, but other than that I think I’m good.” 
  
Megan Hines, The Suave Report 
How would you describe your game in one word? 
Mompremier: “Energy.” 
  
Zach Boyer with the Athletic 
Your first couple years at Baylor, you didn’t necessarily have the chance to quite 
carve out a consistent role. How much can your experience from Baylor and going 
through that now help going through here, where you’re going to have kind of an 

uncertain path of playing time early on? 
Mompremier: “At the time, at Baylor, I was young, I’ve grown into a more mature player. I feel 
like whatever the team needs me to do, I’m ready to take on that role in that aspect.” 
  
Ronald Wallace – BallN Down South 
Looking at the LA Sparks roster, there is a lot of veteran talent on this team. What 
do you expect to learn from those guys and what can you contribute to the team? 
Mompremier: “Honestly, what I can learn from them is being patient. Take things on one at a 
time and being confident in yourself.” 
  
Stacey Paetz 
This is your new family. When do you think it’s going to register to you that you’re 
going to be on the floor with your new teammates, Candace parker, Seimone 
Augustus, Kristi Toliver, Nneka Ogqumike, the list goes on? 
Mompremier: “I think I’ll be more in shock when I’m actually get there and get to meet them 
and see them– them getting to know me, me getting to know them, and just learning from 
them will be when reality hits.” 
  
 
 
John W. Davis, Winsidr 
How comfortable do you feel playing an inside out role where you can move around 
and do different things on the court? 
Mompremier: “I’m excited about that. It’s a little similar to Miami, I was capable of stepping out 
a little more this year and just advancing my game, learning and progressing. In the long run 
that will be a better opportunity for me to have, being able to play inside and out. And a lot of 
work at the end of the day– just working on it and getting better.” 
  
Sabreena Merchant, SB Nation 
What was your experience like today with the virtual draft? 
Mompremier: “My experience was pretty good. The camera was working, everytime something 
went wrong I always got a phone call. It was a good virtual draft, for the first time.” 
 



 

Follow Up: Do you still feel like you were able to have your moment getting drafted 
in the WNBA? 
Mompremier: “My family was excited for me. This moment is once in a lifetime, so of course I’m 
very excited. I was nervous in the beginning, but now it’s excitement running all through my 
body.” 
 
 
 
 


